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Indian is likely to enter the Free State, but we want the theoreti-
cal right of entry preserved in a general way. The reason why
the first Bill did not pass was because the Government wanted to in-
troduce legislation to meet those points; last year's Bill provided
for it, and we quite recognized that Indians who entered the Free
State would be subject to local'disabilities, such as the prohibition
to hold landed property, to farm and to trade. If we accepted
the present Bill, the position of Indians would be infinitely worse
than it was even before passive resistance began.
The Government appears to be desirous of consolidating the
worst features of the Provincial legislation; for instance, in the
Gape the term "domicile" has a stricter meaning, and that is the
meaning they want to apply to Natal, a contingency which would
not have been possible five or six years ago. They want to level
down the conditions in Natal to those of the Gape instead of
levelling up the Gape practice to that of Natal
Mr. Gandhi evidently considers it is almost hopeless to expect a gene*
ral Immigration Bill that would meet the views of Indian communities in the
different Provinces, and in reply to a question as to the most ready way to set-
tle the problem, he expressed himself in favour of amending Provincial legisla-
tion, and suggested, as far as the Transvaal was concerned, that the Immigra-
tion Law should have the racial bar removed, which would not arouse any
hostility, and that the offending Asiatic Act of 1907 should be repealed.
It is clear that the Indians are resolved to resist the provisions of Mr* Fis-
cher's Bill in the event of it becoming law, and already they have communi*
cated with Mr. Gokhale, who happens to be in London, with the object of pla-
cing before the Imperial Government.
The strained relations between the Indians aud the Government began
soon after the grant of Responsible Government, and the passive resistance
movement continued from 1906 to 1910, when the compromise with General
Smuts was reached.
The Star, 284-1913

